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ChristChurch Belfast 17 April  2011  Passover 

 

Cast   Leader of the Seder  Stephen McBurney 

   Hostess    Andrea McBurney 

   Children    Anna McBurney 

        Noah McBurney 

   Grandparents   Peter Knox 

        Christine Knox 

 

   Moses    Jami Griffith 

   Pharaoh    Ben McFeeters 

Costumes    Cheryl Jenkins 

Camera    John Calister 

Sound    Andy Barr & team 

Power Point   Pauline Davey 

 

   Praise and Songs  Keith McClure 

 
   Narrator    David Currie 

 

 

Order of Service 

 
Carson Mulholland Welcome and announcements 

 
Narrator  Introduction to Passover meal 

 

Shalom! 

    

When Nick announced two weeks ago that I was going to re-enact the Passover, I 

thought – “Well that will ensure a low attendance that morning.”  However, Thank 

you for coming and as you can see there are a lot of folks in the cast.  My task has 

been a very pleasant one in planning this with a lot of very willing and co-operative 

people.  At the very beginning I want to thank the folks up here in front of us.  In 

order to have a Passover we needed a three generation family.   The family chosen 

are Peter and Christine Knox, their daughter Andrea and her husband Stephen 

McBurney and their children Anna and Noah.   Then there are Andy and the sound 

team; Pauline on Power Point;  Cheryl Jenkins for the costumes; Stephen Gilmore for 

the props; John Calister for the camera and of course Keith and the praise band 

supplemented by Jamie and Reuben as Moses and Pharaoh.  
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The actual Passover only took place once when the Hebrew slaves made their Exodus 

from  Egypt somewhere around 1450 BC.  God then instructed them to commemorate 

this event every year.  By the time of Jesus, they had carried out the celebration of 

this feast around 1500 times and there had grown up round it a lot of tradition.  After 

the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 AD the Passover continued annually in a 

slightly altered form.  So this celebration spans 3 500 years.  We are going to see this 

fascinating feast re-enacted in a moment but  just a few explanatory comments first. 

 

As you can see, the Passover feast was a family occasion.  It looked like a 

combination of Christmas Dinner and Thanksgiving all rolled into one with a liberal 

helping of Jewish religion thrown in.   It contained some very solemn moments but it 

was also characterised by a lot of fun.  Children played a central part in this occasion.  

It was spread over two days and the meal itself lasted around 6 hours.   

 

This morning we are planning a shorter version around 90 minutes but hopefully we 

have retained the essential flavour of the occasion.  My role is to explain some of the 

things that are happening but the main action is with the family.  There will be a 

selection of psalms and songs in which Keith and the team will lead us at the 

appropriate moment.  At the end we will move into Communion.   

 

So now to the Passover>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

    

It all begins on the  evening before Passover , usually a Thursday .   

 

Andrea Lighting of first candle.     

 

We light this candle in order to see clearly in our search for any ordinary 

bread still in the house.   

 

Stephen initiates search for leaven in the house.    

 

It is very important that there is no ordinary bread in the house when 

Passover is celebrated tomorrow.  Check everywhere and see if you can find 

any.  Even look under your seats.  If you find any, bring it to Tori.           
( 10 pieces hidden ) 

 

When the children find leaven they bring it to Tori  Agnew to exchange it for a small 

reward.  Tori then removes all leaven from the room.   

 

Narrator  Introduction to Passover Day 

 

Passover day itself is usually Friday and is a holiday. The morning would be 

spent getting ready for the meal which would start around 6.00pm when all the family 

meet at one house.   
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Stephen Prayer     

 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, Who sanctified us 

with His commandments, and commanded us to remove the leaven.  We have 

now obeyed You and all leaven has gone from the house. 

 

We thank You that You have given us permission to mix foods on this special 

Festival day.  We thank You that You have kept us in life, and sustained us, 

and enabled us to reach this festive season.   

 

So now we light the festival candles to celebrate this Passover day.   

 

Andrea Lighting of Festival candles 

 

With the lighting of these candles, let Passover begin 

 

Narrator Explanation of what is on the table as Stephen sets out the various  

  items. 

 

At this point in the meal Stephen will set up what is called the Seder table.  We will 

hear more about all these items as we go along.  

 

There are three plates.   

 

On the first he will place three pieces of unleavened bread called Matzo. 

 

On the second there is  

 

The shank bone 

An egg 

Bitter herbs ( celery or parsley ) 

Harosheth ( compound of fruit, nuts, wine, chopped apples and cinnamond ) 

Green vegetable ( sugar snap peas ) 

 

On the third there is a bowl of salt water 

 

You will have noticed already the extra cup of wine, that is for Elijah; if he turns up! 

 

 

Stephen 

 
On the first plate set           Three Matzah 

 
On the second plate set     The shank bone  

An egg 
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Bitter herbs            (celery or parsley ) 
Haroseth               ( compound of fruit, nuts and wine ) 
Green vegetable   ( sugar snap peas ) 

 
On the third plate set          a bowl of salt  water 

 

 

Stephen   Pours a cup of wine ( The first cup ) for everybody  

            Plus one for Elijah – set aside in a prominent place 

 

Stephen Prayer 

 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, Creator of the fruit of 

the vine.  You have chosen us from all peoples and exalted us.  You have 

given is the festival of Passover, the season of our freedom, in remembrance 

of the Exodus from Egypt. 

 

All  Drink  the first cup 

 

Andrea Ritual washing of hands 

 

As our forefathers always did, we now wash our hands before we eat. 

 

Stephen  

 

Prepares and distributes a green vegetable to all.  Lift the sugar snap peas, 

dip in the salt water and give one to each person at the table. 

 

All Give thanks together  

 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,  

Creator of the fruit of the earth. 

 

Narrator Brief explanation of the Afikoman 

 

We are now getting close to the heart of the Passover meal.  In a moment Stephen is 

going to set the scene for the central dialogue between the children and their 

grandfather.  But first he must create the Afikoman.  Let me explain!  If you were to 

come to our home for an evening meal the chances are that the last thing you would 

have would be a cup of coffee.  If you left soon after that you would go away with the 

lingering taste of perhaps Columbian dark roast.   

 

In the Passover meal it is essential that all guests leave with the taste of unleavened 

bread as the last thing they had eaten.  That is why Stephen will set aside the piece of 
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unleavened bread known as the Afikoman – it will be needed later towards the end of 

the meal.  It will be sitting on a small plate beside Elijah’s cup.   

 

But!  Just keep a tight watch on the Afikoman.   

 

 

Stephen  

 

Lifts  the middle Matzo 

Breaks it in two 

Returns one half to the plate 

Sets the other half ( the Afikoman ) on a plate beside Elijah’s cup 

 

Lifts the plate and  still holding the plate says the Bread of affliction prayer 

 

This is the bread of affliction which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt.  

All who are hungry --- let them come and eat.  All who are needy  ---  let 

them come and celebrate the Passover with us.  Now we are here; next year 

may we be in the land of Israel.  Now we are slaves; next year may we be free 

 

Sets down the plate 

 

Pours the second cup of wine  

 

The Four Questions 
  

1    Noah    Grandpa !( Pa ) 
 

  On every other night in the year we can eat any kind of bread.  Why is 
it that  tonight we can only eat this special unleavened  bread? 

  

2    Anna        
 

 And why is it that on every other night we may eat nice vegetables   
but tonight we have to eat bitter herbs? 

  

3    Noah         
 

It's worse than that!  Dad dipped the vegetables in salt water -- What's 
all that about?   

  

4    Anna        
 

 Why is it that on every other night we can just have our meal dressed 
in jeans and a tee-shirt but this night we  are all dressed up and sitting 
round  the table like a big ceremony?   
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The Reply   

 

Peter tells the Exodus story  
 

************************************************ 
Praise Section 1 

 

Keith and praise band 

 

Selection of songs / poems including 

 

We will survive  Jamie and Reuben 

 

Dayenu   Narrator, Keith and Congregation 

 

Had He brought us out from Egypt 

And not executed judgement against them 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He executed judgement against tham 

And not destroyed their idols 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He destroyed their idols 

And not slain their firtsborn 

 It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He slain their first born  

And not given us their possessions 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He given us their possessions 

And not divided the sea for us 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He divided the sea for us  

And not brought us through it dry-shod 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He brought us through it dry-shod 

And not drowned our oppressors in it 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 
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Had He drowned our oppressors in it 

And not sustained us in the wilderness forty years 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He sustained us in the wilderness forty years 

And not fed us manna 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He fed us manna 

And not given us the Sabbath 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He given us the Sabbath 

And not brought us to Mount Sinai 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He brought us to Mount Sinai 

And not given us the Torah 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He given us the Torah 

And not brought us into the Land of Israel 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

Had He not brought us into the land of Israel 

And not built the Temple for us 

It would have been enough  -- Dayenu! 

 

How much more so, multiplied many times, are the favours God has 

bestowed upon us!   

 

************************************************ 
 

Narrator explains 

 

Shank bone.  After the destruction of the Jewish Temple by the Romans in AD  

            70 the Jews never again sacrificed a lamb.  Instead they placed      

            on the Seder table a shank bone to remind them of what used to  

      happen.  That is what they have done now for nearly 2000 years. 

 

Unleavened bread ( Matzo )  Peter has already referred to the bread baked in a great 

            hurry on the Passover night in Egypt  

 

Bitter herbs  These symbolise the bitterness and hardship of slavery in Egypt 
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Green vegetable This vegetable is dipped in salt water to remind them again of the 

   weeping of salt tears in Egypt 

 

Hard boiled egg At a Jewish funeral it is customary to serve hard boiled eggs.  This 

   egg mourns the loss of the temple 

 

Charoseth  This s paste made from chopped nuts, grated apples, cinnamon  

   and sweet red wine.  It symbolises the mortar that the Hebrew  

   slaves used in their brick working 

 

Salt water  This has already been used for dipping the green vegetables.    

  

 

Stephen points to  

 

 Shank bone 

Unleavened bread ( Matzo ) 

Bitter herbs 

Green vegetable 

Hard boiled egg 

Charoseth 

Salt water 

 

Stephen Raise cup of wine and recite the Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 

Praise be to God who brought us out of Egypt and redeemed us that he might 

lead us to,  and give us the land which he had promised to our fathers.   

 

It is our duty, therefore to thank and to praise, to glorify and to extol Him 

who performed all these wonders for us.  He took us from slavery to freedom,  

from mourning to festivity,  from darkness to great light, and from bondage 

to redemption.   

 

Let us therefore sing before him a new song. 

 

Halleluyah,  praise the Lord. 

 

Set down the cup again. 

 

************************************************ 
Praise Section 2 
 

Keith  Congregational hymn     “I could sing unending songs” 
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Noah  Steals  and hides the Afikoman during praise 

 

************************************************ 
 

Stephen Raises the cup of wine and says 

 

Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, Who redeemed us and 

redeemed our ancestors from Egypt and enabled us to reach this night and 

eat these special foods.    So may the Lord our God and the Lord of our 

ancestors enable us to reach other holidays and festivals in peace, happy in 

the building of Your city Jerusalem and joyful in Your service 

 

 

All Drink  the second cup 

 

Andrea Ritual washing of hands and says 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, Who sanctified us with 

Your commandments, and commanded us to observe the washing of hands 

  

Narrator Explains what Stephen is doing 

 

Stephen eats the top Matzah on the plate ie the unleavened bread to remember the 

quick exit from Egypt when there was no time to bake proper bread.   

 

Stephen eats a piece of celery dipped in  Haroseth to recall the brickfields of Egypt. 

 

Stephen makes a sandwich with the bottom Matzah and the remaining half of the 

Afikomen and  bitter herbs to recall the Temple and the bitterness of it’s loss.   

 

 

Stephen  Eats the Matzah 

  Eats the Bitter herbs with Haroseth 

  Makes and eats a “Sandwich”  of  Matzah and bitter herbs 

 

 

Narrator Description of the meal which would be eaten here 

  Also explain the “closure” of using the Afikoman 

 

This is an Askenazi menu 

 

Haroseth 

Gefilte fish 

Matzo ball soup 
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Sweet brisket 

Roasted potatoes 

Miriam’s red cabbage 

Colourful cauliflower 

Roasted asparagus 

 

And of course they would finish with the Afikoman which Stephen will need shortly 

 

Stephen  Distributing the Afikoman  

 

Attempts to bring the meal to a close but the Afikoman has gone missing.  It 

has been stolen and must be bought back from Noah by Stephen.  Haggles and 

reaches agreement with Noah.   

 

Breaks and distributes the Afikoman to all  

 

All Eat the Afikoman 

 

Stephen Fills the third cup of wine 

 

Stephen Says Grace after meal 

  Psalm 126 

 

When the Lord brought back the captives to Zion 

We were like men who dreamed 

Our mouths were filled with laughter 

Our tongues with songs of joy 

Then it was said among the nations 

The Lord has done great things for them 

The Lord has done great things for us 

And we are filled with joy 

 

All  Drink the third cup 

 

************************************************ 
Praise Section 3 
 

Keith and praise band 

 

  Fun songs The ballad of the four sons    ( Clementine ) 

 

    Synopsis     ( Coming round the mountain ) 

 

  Psalm 136 The Great Hallel 
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    Keith to explain that this psalm is the one sung by  

    Jesus and the disciples as they went to Gethsemane 

 

    Worship song 

 

************************************************ 
 

Stephen Fill the fourth cup 

 

Stephen Sends Noah to see if Elijah is waiting outside 

 

Noah  Goes and open the door for Elijah.   

  Comes back and tell Stephen that Elijah has not come tonight 

 

Narrator Explanation of Elijah’s non appearance 

 

The last verses in Malachi contain a prophecy that Elijah would return before the 

great day of the Lord.  The Jews believed that he would appear at Passover time so 

they set a place at the Seder table for him.    

 

What most Jews still do not believe is what Jesus said about this and also the 

somewhat enigmatic story in the Gospels.  Elijah did come in the person of John the 

Baptist.  Herod executed John and so cleared the way for the Messiah also to suffer.    

And then Elijah was there with Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration.   

 

All  Drink the fourth cup 

 

Stephen Closing Seder prayer 

 

The Passover Seder is ended 

According to custom and law 

As we were worthy to celebrate it this year 

So may we perform it in future years 

O Pure One in heaven above 

Restore the myriad assemblies of Israel 

Speedily lead your Redeemed people 

To Zion in joy. 

 

NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM!! 
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Narrator Comments on the Last Supper and Communion 

 

So Passover has ended.  Let us take our minds back to that amazing night when Jesus 

celebrated this Festival with his disciples.  Is that really what happened?  Did 13 men 

sit around a table and do what this family has just re-enacted for us?  That would 

have been highly unlikely.  It is almost inconceivable that what we call the Last 

Supper took place without women present and without children.  The Gospels leave 

us wondering.  It is clear, however, that Jesus and the disciples were the principal 

guests in the upper room in this home.  But we need to remember that there was a day 

when Jesus was perhaps the age of Noah and he asked the questions to his 

grandfather.  Did he hide the Afikoman?  More than likely.   

 

It would seem that Joseph had died before the ministry of Jesus.  Did Jesus then as 

the eldest son preside over Passovers with his family? More than likely.   

 

There are some tantalizing and fascinating but unanswered questions. 

 

What we can be sure about is that Jesus and the disciples came to this point in the 

festival.  The Passover meal was coming to an end.  

 

Then Jesus did something astonishing.  Standing with his Jewish friends, at the end of 

a Jewish celebration,  as a guest in a Jewish home, within sight and sound of the 

Jewish Temple, in the very heart of the Jewish capital city of Jerusalem, this most 

Jewish man consigned 1500 years of Jewish tradition to history.   

 

The meal had ended, but The Jewish Messiah reached forward and lifted a piece of 

bread from the table.  It was probably a remaining piece of one of the broken Matzah.  

Then He said --- 

 

“This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of Me”. 

( Luke 22 v 19 ) 

 

The disciples must have been stunned into silence. 

 

It would never again be necessary to have a Passover lamb.  Jesus was within hours 

of the Cross where he would die as  the Lamb of God and take away the sin of the 

World.  Not the Jews only but the World.   

 

Then he took the cup.  Which cup?  Luke tells us it was after supper.  There was only 

one left and that was the cup for Elijah.  It would never again be necessary to check if 

Elijah was coming that night.  He had already come and prepared the way for Jesus.  

Now Jesus takes the cup and says –  

 

“This cup is the New Covenant in My blood which is poured out for you”  

 ( Luke 22 v 20 ) 
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That night in the Upper Room was not the last Supper.  It was the Last Passover and 

the First Communion.   

 

This morning as Redeemed Gentile believers we have been yet again invited to 

Remember Him in Communion.  We belong to that immense group of believers for 

whom he prayed on that evening  

 

“ I pray for those who will believe  in Me through their message…” 

( John 17 v 20 ) 

 

Let us remember Him 

Prayer 

Communion 

 

**************************************************** 
Praise Section 4 
 

Closing song chosen by Keith 

 

***************************************************** 


